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A FIRST TIMER IN TIMOR LESTE by Vanessa Kelly

Church at Vila

Waiting for our boat

Maquili children

Recently I was fortunate enough to accompany
members of the All Saints Mission Team to Timor Leste
and Atauro Island. As an All Saints Parishioner I had
heard about our sister parish but to experience it first
hand was something extraordinary. The people of
Atauro Island have very little themselves in regards to
material possessions, however they are happy and
content and have a wonderfully strong faith.
We were warmly welcomed by the locals and Padre
Luis and were fortunate enough to attend mass on
Sunday in the local village of Maquili I was amazed at
the gratitude shown by the locals for the items we took
over ie rosary beads, soccer balls and fishing lures as
well as the items that are sent each year by our parishioners.
As a pharmacist I have a special interest in their medical care and access to
medications. Simple things we take for granted ie paracetamol drops for
infants are not accessible to them and are a highly sought after item. This
applies to many medications that we access readily and cheaply in Australia.
I was overwhelmed by the situation and just how much more we can do from
our end. The simplest thing we can do is pray for them and continue to support
them as a parish.

Off to school!

VILA—ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Ready for church

Shy, as always!

New classrooms being built
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MEDICINES FOR ATAURO
This trip, we took with us a duffle bag FULL of medications,
thanks to Vanessa and Chris at AMCAL Albany Creek, who are
able to purchase these wholesale for us. (You could ask Vanessa
the funny story of clearing that duffle through security at the
airport!)
Why do we buy the medicines here?
The medicines we purchase tend to be of a higher quality than the
medicines that can be purchased in the pharmacies in Dili.
How are medicines distributed?
On this trip, we distributed the
medications in four ways:
Matthew (audiologist) used them
while checking the hearing of
young members of Biojoia.
We gave Margaret Hall (long time
volunteer in East Timor) the
scabbies cream. She has since
handed it onto other volunteers
from France, working with a school
on the mainland
where 100
students were infected.
They
passed on their heartfelt thanks for
this simple but life improving
cream. (that’s how Timor Leste
works!)
Atauro Island Women’s
Group (Feto Atauro)—run
by local women to assist
other local women, this
group was delighted to
receive simple medications
which they would normally
have to walk 7km to ‘try’ to
obtain from the government
clinic. This group is
approved
by
AusAid
(which is hard to achieve). The women have been put through
first aid training and received funding for a mini ambulance
(pictured) from AusAid.
They shared with us the story of an 18 year old young woman
who died of a very preventable regularly occurring ladies’ health
issue. We pray that with access to the right medications we can
help in the reduction of tragedies of this kind.

SCHOOL RESOURCES
We continue to send school resources to Atauro
Island.
Each year we run our secondhand
stationery drive and each year we are ‘amazed’ at
the volume of donations we receive.
Last March we shipped four pallets of donated
goods via our contacts with Rotary Australia.
They arrived in Timor Leste in June where they
were collected and distributed both on Atauro
Island and on the mainland to another project that
Padre Chico is involved in (that’s how much we
send!).
You will have seen an image on the front page of a
small poster we saw at the local elementary
school. This listed the items that each student
needed to have to be able to participate in the
exams. Your donations help the children to be
able to participate fully.
Our special thanks once again go to a number of
local schools that have participated in the
collection of secondhand items at the end of the
school year:
All Saints Parish School, Albany Creek State
School and Eatons Hill State School. If you work
at a school that would like to participate at the
end of this year, please contact Pete Jacobson who
will arrange a
promotional
flyer.
We also thank
our
generous
parishioners
who leave us
b a g s
o f
stationery
surprises at the back of the church during our call
for donations.

LAPTOPS NEEDED
Many people upgrade their laptops
and then do not know what to do with
their old one. Look no further, the
teachers on Atauro are desperate for
laptops.

Biora Pite Clinic (Dr Dan) - a clinic located in Dili where people
from all over Timor Leste visit.
He sees up to 300 people per
day!
He
welcomed the
medications we provided to help
them, while basic, they are If you have one we can send to them,
extremely essential. He will please delete all your personal files
either use them within the clinic
or send them out with the and leave it at the back of the church
midwives that he has travelling marked for Atauro Island, including
through the outlying areas attending to births in remote your power cord.
communities.
Left is a photo of one of the wards which has recently been
The people of Timor Leste thank you for the
refurbished, such an incredible improvement from our last visit.
donations you make and the tickets you buy, as
Can you imagine not having access to Paracetamol, fungal every cent we raise goes straight to help them
with basic needs.
treatments or a basic antibiotic?

Page 3

HEARING AIDS / BIOJOIA
for refurbishment and issue in Timor problems and these are mainly
Leste. He was ably supported by his hereditary.
On this visit with Jennie and Vanessa, wife and two local assistants.
I experienced delight in seeing the
Through your donations, we have
MMT’s efforts put to use and It was an absolute thrill seeing one been able to purchase the batteries
participating in them. This started with young lady who was profoundly deaf required for the hearing aids.
meeting Matthew Calloway, an hearing for what was probably the
Audiologist from Darwin, who was on first time. The look of joy on her
the Island the day we arrived, fitting face!! A few tears were shed by her
hearing aids to the deaf members of and those of us who witnessed this
special moment.
the community.
Written by Peter Jacobson

We collect the hearing aids from Matthew advised that about 40-50%
various sources around Albany Creek of the population suffers from hearing
and Aspley and forward them to him

Ready to head home

Hearing tests taking place

Fitting of her hearing aid

Sound for the very $irst time!

WHERE TO FROM HERE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

More Hearing Aids (non moulded style)—to be sent to Darwin for refurbishment
Baeries—for use in hearing aids (or funds to purchase these)
Used/cleaned very small plas"c jars (eg old eye cream jars)—for use by the Veranda Verde group for
natural medicines
Blu tac / whiteboard markers / eraser and cleaner
Small whiteboards
Single or King Single bed ﬁed sheets (for use in Bairo Pite—see story on reverse) (washed used
sheets happily accepted)
Any unneeded medical equipment/aids—example crutches/blood pressure gauges/surgical masks/
gowns/gloves/unused medicines like folic acid, pain relief, vitamins, an"-nausea, gastro-stop,
hydrolite

How do we send things to Atauro?
Everything we send to Atauro takes a long journey:
•
Pallets packed (men and women power)
•
Brisbane to Melbourne—Gilders Transport —free of charge (truck)
•
Melbourne to Dili (ship)—$185 /pallet (our special thanks to Rotary)
•
Ferry or water taxi across to Atauro—free of charge (boat)
•
Local taxi to Padre Chico —free of charge (truck or tigaroda)
If the goods are going to the outlying villages, then they take a further trip either
by truck or boat.

Always remember It is not just
about money. It’s about praying,
sharing and supporting.
Please pray that we as a community
may be drawn closer to our fellow
sister parish parishioners.

PARTNERING — ATAURO
MAQUILI
This remote part of Atauro is accessible three ways; foot, four wheel drive or boat. The quickest is by boat. We were
fortunate enough to travel to Maquili in one of the traditional fishing boats (see photo) to celebrate
Sunday Mass with the Maquili community:
Peter’s take on our visit!
This we did and were rewarded with the thrill of being able to distribute our donated and purchased
gifts directly to the people. Padre Louis advised this would be done straight after Mass in the Church.
Mass was a rich experience, particularly with the singing at which they all seem to be “naturals”.
After Mass, we started with handing out the 10 soccer balls that we had purchased before leaving
Brisbane. Padre Louis had applied the Wisdom of Solomon by naming nine young people to come
forward and have a ball each. He chose them because of their dedication to their study of the Bible
and he invited anyone else who wanted to commit to come forward to receive the 10th ball! A very
smart man, as I discovered, they all want to be a Ronaldo!
We had been donated a good number of fishing lures hand-made by one of our generous All Saints Parishioners. We issued
one to each of the fishermen who came forward with much gratitude. It seemed to be every man in the Church! The
beaming smiles said it all.
The last items to be handed out were 200 sets of hand-made Rosary beads kindly donated by the Boonah Rosary Makers.
This was such a popular offering that the crowd had to be moved outside the Church due to the excitement!

Left: Padre Louise receiving the rosary beads

Centre: Peter handing out the fishing lures

Right: Presentation of the soccer balls

The final offering was some cash donated by a very generous Parishioner who asked that
the money be handed directly to the people on the Island. This
we had done by giving it to Padre Louis who again applied his
wisdom and decided it would be best placed with the Children’s
Group. To show her appreciation, the group coordinator
rounded up the kids into the Church and they provided singing
and dancing for us. How delightful!
WANT TO HELP?
Become a regular monthly giver
And know that every cent you donate
helps the people in some way—you can
even nominate what you would like the
money to go to.
One off donors
Thanks to the number of people who
provide one off donations. These
donations are always welcome!
Gift Cards
Remember there are
gift cards available
from the Piety Staff.
Pray
Keep these beautiful
people in your
prayers every day!

BAIRO PITE CLINIC—DILI
Not everyone has the chance to go on
rounds with Dr Dan Murphy (see image
above far right) who runs the Bairo Pite
Clinic in Dili, so we consider ourselves very
very fortunate.
The rooms are small, but have recently
been painted by volunteer staff (doctors
from all over the world). Many Aussie med
students come here to study tropical
diseases. The rounds are conducted in four
languages: English, Tetun, Spanish and
Portugese (all spoken by Dr Dan). He is an
amazing teacher to these upcoming
doctors.
We visited new mums, TB patients, and the
general area where one ward (see picture
on Page 2 to understand a ward) was
shared by all age groups—2 year old to 90
year old. They are always in need of
medicines and general medical items like
face masks, gloves etc. People from all
over Timor Leste visit this clinic.

Vila Cra Group

The cra/ group con"nues to provide
the local community with the
opportunity to create income through
the manufacture of dolls, bags,
mobiles and table runners. Using old
sewing machines the ladies work
diligently crea"ng all sorts of
wonderful products to market on the
island and oﬀ (even expor"ng to
Australia).

