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said a prayer as we took to the 

steep section of the road and 

it became a true adventure 

from that point.  How the tyres 

lasted the journey there and 

back is beyond me.  However, 

we saw the ladies of that 

group making their traditional 

Tais, a mat woven from the 

local plant material.  It was humbling to see 

them sitting on the ground making the items 

using only hand made looms.  

Back down on the coast, we also met up with 

some expats, one Australian couple, Glen and 

Jennie Cleland, and a Kiwi, Simon Marsters, all 

of whom generously offered their support to us.  

We hope to be able to make use of their 

technical expertise in providing solutions to such 

needs as solar power issues and generator 

functioning.  Simon also advised that he and 

Glen are working on a water pumping solution to 

pump water from Tuan Lori over the mountain to 

an adjacent village.  All Saints previously 

provided the 2 kms of water pipe that travels 

from the hill-top spring down to Tuan Lori.  

I wish to thank Jennie 

O’Neill for organising 

the trip and particularly 

being the language 

conduit in translating 

Padre Chico’s Italian.  I now have an 

appreciation for the Island and the needs of the 

people which will enable us to focus down onto 

specifics into the future.  I well recommend any 

other All Saints parishioners to visit with us on 

any trip into the future and experience the joy 

and happiness of these delightful Atauro Island 

people.  

It was with some excitement and apprehension 

that I agreed to visit Atauro Island in June.  

Excitement, as I would finally get to meet the 

people of our Sister Parish, and apprehension, as 

I naively thought that trouble was still brewing in 

the country, noting the warning given on the 

Foreign Affairs website.  Well, I am pleased to 

report that it was a trip of great delight in meeting 

these wonderful people and understanding their 

needs and lifestyle, and that no evidence of 

unrest was experienced.  

We arrived in Dili 

very early one 

mo r n i n g ,  w e r e 

transported to the 

boat launching point, 

waded out to the 

dinghy and spent an hour bouncing across the 

waves to Atauro Island.  We disembarked at the 

Eco-Lodge on the Island after another wade 

through the water and began experiencing the 

delights of Atauro.  It is a very beautiful place.  The 

shell strewn beaches and translucent water make 

for a tropical paradise along with the prevailing 

breezes.  We soon met 

Father  Franc isco 

Moser, who we have 

come to know as 

Padre Chico, and what 

a truly godly man he is.  

Quietly spoken (in 

Italian with no English) and obviously well loved by 

his parishioners.  He took us around the various 

local groups for us to meet them and we were 

able to understand their needs and aspirations.  

We were able to attend Mass each day in the 

various churches of the area.  They were said in 

the local language, Tetum.  

When we met with the various 

co-operatives, we experienced 

their great generosity in that, 

despite being as poor as they 

obviously were, they still made 

large quantities of food for us 

at each visit.  This mainly 

comprised yams, cassava and 

even seaweed spiced with 

chilli, along with the local coffee and tea.  

One highlight of the trip was a trip up the 

mountain to visit the people of Makadade.  It 

began with the truck driver loading up the rear of 

the truck with large rocks for ballast to keep 

traction on the dirt road up there.  He apparently 

A FIRST TIMER IN TIMOR LESTE by Pete Jacobson 

Making of Tais in Makadade 

Tigaroda (tuk-tuk) 

Church in Vila 

Enjoying a  story by Pete! 

Jennie and Padre Chico 

Boomerang throwers 

Happy little girls 

CONTACT:  Pete Jacobson—0412 713 580 

Call our team for more information! 
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BOAT AND WORKSHOPBOAT AND WORKSHOPBOAT AND WORKSHOPBOAT AND WORKSHOP 

Update from our donation in 2011 

In 2011 we provided funds to 

help the fishermen purchase a 

boat with two outboard motors as 

well as build a workshop. 

This is a photo of the boat that 

was built from those funds. 

This has enabled visits to remote parts of the island to share knowledge. 

Unfortunately the cost of fuel is prohibitive for them to use the boat as much as 

they would like, but it certainly has made a difference to them in being able to 

achieve many of their goals. 

The workshop is located next to Casa do Mar and has been a very welcome 

asset for the fishermen. 

MEDICINES FOR ATAURO 
 

During the past three years we have sent a 

number of different medicines. Some of 

which were donated and some purchased, 

using donations we have received. 

 

Why do we buy the medicines here? 
We are fortunate that we can purchase the 

medicines at discounted prices here in 

Australia and the medicines we purchase 

tend to be of a higher quality than the 

medicines that can be purchased in the 

pharmacies in Dili.   

 

How are medicines distributed? 

Margaret Hall (Volunteer) visits the island 

to make assessments.  She issues 

medications where needed at the time and 

then leaves Padre Chico with a list of 

people to follow up (all ages) and what 

they will require.  Padre Chico has a 

number of catechists that assist him with 

this.  Margaret will be visiting the island 

again this August just after our pallet 

arrives. 

FISHERMEN’S FESTIVAL (The week of the 

fishermen) - June 

Held annually, this festival is a celebration and 

is a very important event in 

the lives of the people on 

the island of Atauro.  

Fishermen from around the 

island come together to fish 

and reap the harvest of the 

sea to share amongst the 

community. 

A boat is pulled from the 

mountains behind Maquili 

down through the village and into the water as a 

sign of unity. 

This year the festival also incorporated an event 

to showcase all the local works by the various 

groups around the island. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE NEWLY FORMED PARISH 

OF ATAURO ISLAND.  (Prior to 22 June, 2014, Atauro 
Island was a Mission) 

We attended Mass daily and even though we did not understand 
the words being spoken, the parishioners welcomed us, and 
looked after us sharing their Mass sheets or Missals with us to 
ensure we could follow the Tetun being spoken.  They were very 
inclusive.  At the time for the sign of peace, they left their places 
and we left ours to meet each other to touch hands, smile and 
share that moment. 
 

On our final  morning we were asked to share a few words with 
the parishioners.  This was spoken in Italian by Jennie and 
translated into Tetun by Padre Chico. 
 

We told them that our goal is to share with 
our own parishioners the hopes and dreams 
of the parishioners of Atauro Island and in 
doing so we hope to grow awareness of the 
difficulties they face. 
 

We explained to them that some 28 years 
ago, we were like them starting out as a 
new parish, full of the love of Christ 
following our own parish priest.  We prayed 
for them and that we will continue our 
journey together as sister parishes. 
 

A special mention needs to made that what was noticeable was 
that the young people are now able to participate in reading the 
weekly readings in Mass in their own language. Something well and 
truly worth celebrating! 

“It is important to 

meet with the 

various groups and 

share with them.  

This gives validation 

to their work.” 

Padre Chico 

SOME UNIQUE EXPERIENCESSOME UNIQUE EXPERIENCESSOME UNIQUE EXPERIENCESSOME UNIQUE EXPERIENCES    
 

On the Friday, we were privileged to attend 
the funeral of a local elder from Vila.  The 
mourners led the procession in front of and 
behind the hearse (the local ambulance) 
praying the rosary 
as they walked. At 
the front of the 
procession a man 
carried a large 
cross inscribed 
with the name of 
the deceased; this 
would become the headstone for the grave.  
Following Mass, we walked behind the 
hearse to the grave side along with the 
mourners.  At the graveside, the family 
expressed their grief with a traditional chant.  
 
One afternoon Lionel and Jennie met a local 
fisherman who’s eyes were red raw from 
gathering algae.  He showed Lionel what he 

had collected.  Once 
Lionel was shown 
what to look for, he 
joined the fisherman 
in search of more. 

 
Watching a young boy run around the oval 
with a plastic bag on the end of a stick as a 
toy—priceless 
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Fittings will be made and then recipients 

will be trained in the care of their device. 

We can only imagine the difference it will 

make to those that receive these hearing 

aids. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated 

hearing aids or batteries.  If you have a 

contact who can help with the placement 

of another collection box, please contact 

Pete Jacobson—0412 713 580 

We  

visited  

the  

Biojoia  

Group  

which is 

made up 

of local 

p e o p l e 

with hearing impairments or profound 

deafness.  The co-operative was 

established to provide an avenue for 

these people to contribute to the 

community. 

Over recent years, they have taken 

lessons in sign and are able to 

In 2011 Jennie visited Atauro Island with 

Dr Albert (an ENT specialist) and Matthew 

(an audiologist), both from Darwin.  These 

h igh ly  exper ienced gen t lemen 

volunteered their services to assess the 

hearing difficulties found on Atauro. 

Over the past three years, we have been 

collecting secondhand hearing aids from 

within our parish, but also by leaving 

collection boxes at a number of local 

aged care centres.  

Our thanks go to: 

AVEO—Albany Creek, 

Aspley and Bridgeman 

Downs  

LIVE LIFE, Samford 

TRICARE, Aspley 
 

for allowing us to do this. 

All donations received have been sent to 

Matthew in Darwin who is reconditioning 

these hearings aids in readiness for their 

visit this August (2014).  Dr Albert and 

Matthew will once again visit the island 

with Margaret and review those that they 

believe will benefit from the hearing aids.  

HEARING AIDS / BIOJOIA 

How do we send things to Atauro? 

Everything we send to Atauro takes a long journey: 

• Pallets packed (men and women power) 

• Brisbane to Melbourne—Gilders Transport —free of charge (truck) 

• Melbourne to Dili (ship)—$185 /pallet (our special thanks to Rotary) 

• Ferry or water taxi across to Atauro—free of charge (boat) 

• Local taxi to Padre Chico —free of charge (truck or tigaroda) 
If the goods are going to the outlying villages, then they take a further trip either 
by truck or boat. 

SCHOOL RESOURCESSCHOOL RESOURCESSCHOOL RESOURCESSCHOOL RESOURCES    
items at the end of the school year: 
All Saints Parish School  /  Samford State School  /  Albany 
Creek State School  /  Eatons Hill State School  /  Prince of 
Peace  /  Boondall State School  /  St Margaret’s Anglican 
School.  If you work at a school that would like to 
participate at the end of this year, please contact Pete 
Jacobson who wil l arrange a 
promotional flyer. 
 
One of the teachers at the local 
school in Vila (see photo) is 
responsible for the distribution of 
these donations to ensure they are 

distributed equitably 
among all the schools and groups that can 
benefit from them. 
 
She thanked everyone for their donations 
and is looking forward to the next shipment 
that will arrive in Dili on 6 August. 

Over the last three years, we have sent hundreds of school 
readers, pens, pencils, exercise books, rulers, erasers, 
scissors, glue and sticky tape.  We have also sent specially 
made teacher’s resources (eg flashcards) using English, Tetun 
(the local language) and Portuguese, which were donated by 

our parish school. 
These have been 
excitedly received by 
all. 
Recently we have 
a l s o  r e c e i v e d 
donations of new 
unwanted school 
t r a c k s u i t s , 
sports clothes 
and sports 
equipment. 

 
Our special thanks go to a number of local schools 
that have participated in the collection of secondhand 

    
Always remember It’s not just Always remember It’s not just Always remember It’s not just Always remember It’s not just 
about money. It’s about praying, about money. It’s about praying, about money. It’s about praying, about money. It’s about praying, 
sharing and supporting.sharing and supporting.sharing and supporting.sharing and supporting.    
 
Please pray that we as a community 
may be drawn closer to our fellow 

sister parish parishioners.    

Members of Biojoia making 

jewellery 

communicate more effectively because 

of this. 

 They operate from a small hut that has 

been set up as their workshop, and 

make jewellery from local items, ie 

shells and seeds.  They sell these 

pieces from their workshop, at the 

Saturday market in Beloi and in Dili. 

The men work in 

the  even ing 

drilling the holes 

in the seeds and 

s h e l l s  i n 

preparation for 

the ladies who 

work during the 

day making the 

pieces .  We met 

the co-ordinator 

of this group who 

shared with us their need for a new 

generator, drills and drill bits.  

We have already sent the funds for them 

to purchase their new drills and drill bits 

and are currently discussing the 

purchase of the generator and the 

hopeful repair of their existing generator. 



PARTNERING — ATAURO 

WHERE TO FROM HERE: 

First—Assist in the purchase of a blender, two drills and drill bits, small jars and chicken wire—Achieved! 
Second—Raise funds to purchase a small generator and repair the existing generator, purchase a coconut oil press, two bicycles 
and another blender. 
Third—Put out a call for travel phrase books—English/Italian; English/Portugese; English/Tetun and English dictionaries. 
Fourth—Work with local NGOs to investigate funding possibilities for solar power to Maquili, water supply and other projects. 
Fifth—Continue our collection of secondhand pens, pencils etc, as well as old readers and simple English resource books for the 
resource centre as well as secondhand hearing aids. 
Sixth, Seventh……..—there is much more we can do to continue working with the people of Atauro. More to come! 

Taking a boat out of the water for 

repairs—An age old chant is used to 

set the rhythm that helps to pull 

together as a group giving them more 

strength.  Pete and Lionel join in. 

Our regular monthly giver 

We have one family that direct debit monthly 

to Atauro Island.  The money received from 

this family is pooled with our other donations 

and used to help fund the various projects. 

If you wish to become a regular monthly 

donor, no matter the amount, please see the 

parish office.  Every dollar makes a 

difference! 
 

Our one off donors 

Thanks to the number of people who provide 

one off donations, whether via the parish 

office or to our team members at the time of 

raffles or the dinner dance.  Again this 

money is pooled with all the other donations 

for the various projects.  Also thanks to the 

Daly’s for their one off equipment donations.  
 

Gift Cards 

To those that have purchased gift cards from 

the Piety Staff.  Your money is going directly 

to the areas you have requested. 
 

Boomerangs! (Yes Boomerangs) 

Our thanks to Nick and Patti Roiter for the 

boomerangs we took with us.  It was rather 

perilous, but lots of fun.  
 

Medication 

A local pharmacy that has donated a lot of 

the medicines that we have shipped to 

Atauro Island 

Year 7s of All Saints 

Each year the Year 7s of All Saints hold a 

Market Day to raise money for Mission 

work. 

Atauro Island has been blessed to be the 

recipient of some of those funds over the 

last  five (5) years. 
 

Meditation Group 

The Meditation Group provided a donation 

of $100 prior to our trip and this was used 

to purchase ten (10) balls—soccer and 

basketball.  Given the world cup was on, 

we were able to secure a number of 

soccer balls in 

the various 

country 

colours, which 

added to the 

excitement of 

their arrival 

on Atauro.  It 

is difficult to explain how much ‘a single’ 

soccer ball means to these children; it is a 

treasure!  These were given to Padre Chico 

who then distributes these to various 

groups.  It is very important that the 

responsibility for distribution remains with 

Padre and the catechists to ensure that 

everything is done with the community in 

mind, as well as fairness. 

THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS! 
 

Roman Luan 

A local NGO 

working towards 

sustainability and 

eco tourism 

VERANDA VERDE 
Veranda Verde are groups made up of women from all over the island.  They produce items/products for sale made from local resources, 
eg weaving of baskets, fans, bags; the production of natural medicines from herbs and other plants. 

 

Padre Chico arranged a meeting for us and these ladies walked for hours to tell their story.  We felt very 
humbled by this fact.  We spent time in prayer and they then introduced themselves and shared their 
needs for their group (in Tetun— translated into Italian and then 
into English).  While visiting one of these groups we saw where 
the water tanks were located in the mountains. 
 

Their needs were for simple items: a blender, small jars to hold 
their natural medicines (large jars of product are too expensive 

for the local people to buy), chicken wire to protect the gardens, a coconut oil press and a bicycle. 
 

We have sourced the jars which will be sent across in August and have sent money to purchase 
the blender and the chicken wire.  We are currently looking at the cost and accessibility of the 
coconut oil press and hope to raise sufficient funds to purchase this and two bicycles.  We would also like to donate another blender. 

Craft Group 

Over 60 women working in this 

co-operative. 

The government is looking at funding 

the refurbishment of their building to 

accommodate them better. They 

recently won an award from World 

Vision and now make bags with the 

World Vision logo on them to sell.  

They export dolls, bags, toys, mobiles, 

and table runners 

to Australia and sell 

from the workshop 

and at the local 

Saturday markets. 


